
 

EVERY CHILD WINS A PRIZE:  (ESTABLISH AND COMPARE NON-PROFIT AND PROFIT BASED 

HOUSING TO GAIN MORE AFFORDABLE HOUSING THROUGH MORE BROADLY AND OPENLY 

RELATED REGIONAL PLANNING AND RISK MANAGEMENT APPROACHES TO BENEFIT ALL 

AUSTRALIANS) 

The British hate the Germans.  Indonesians hate the 5ǳǘŎƘΦ  !ƴŘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ very 

much. (Lehrer) 

9ƴƧƻȅ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪΦ  9ƴƧƻȅ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƛƴƪΦ  ¢ƘŜ 

years roll by as quickly as a wink.  Enjoy yourself, enjoy yoursŜƭŦΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪΦ  

(Mother) 

OVERVIEW 

Thƛǎ ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ b{² tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ ƛƴǉǳƛǊȅ ƛƴǘƻ Ψ¢ŜƴŀƴŎȅ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎΩ ŦƻŎǳǎŜǎ 

on term of reference a.  The cost effectiveness of current tenancy arrangements in public housing, 

particularly compared to the private and community housing sectors.   The way forward is 

addressed later below as being through more broadly and openly related regional planning and risk 

management designed to benefit all Australians by comparison of profit and non-profit actions. 

 

See attached discussion of the recent Hockey budget and a submission to the Senate Economics 

wŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ LƴǉǳƛǊȅ ƛƴǘƻ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ LƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴ {ȅǎǘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ǳǎtralian Government 

Competition Policy Review. The Senate Committee apparently seeks policy options to:  ΨŀǘǘǊŀŎǘΣ ǘǊŀƛƴ 

and retain a research and innovation workforce; develop research pathways; ensure strategic 

international engagement; and support emergiƴƎ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŜǎΩΦ   Action research in housing is treated 

later in related regional planning contexts and in response to the National Senior Productive Ageing 

Centre (NSPAC), a research body co-funded by the federal Department of Social Security and the 

non-government organization National Seniors Australia. This action research is also synonymous 

with quality management and good administrative practice, including risk and fund management.   

 

From these perspectives, NSW and other governments should seek discussion with State Super and 

others to make land and housing practice more openly consistent with state planning and health 

service direction, which is ideally based on the holistic World Health Organization (WHO) and UN 

views of the region and state ς including the personal state.   In this regional management model, 

open partnerships to deliver shared community goals are openly pursued and scrutinized.  From this 

perspective, employees and subcontractors should also be able to elect to have their compulsory 

superannuation paid on an ongoing basis into the bank account which pays off their home mortgage.   

 



One recalls the legal and financial forces on both sides of government which retarded the Whitlam 

government plans for national health care, superannuation and disability insurance.  Since 1975, 

state experience and the global financial crisis have developed greater political consensus, based on 

good evidence, about the comparatively protective nature of the first two of these systems for all 

Australians.   Disability is positively correlated with growing old and dying, so policy here is ideally 

now related to earlier Medicare and industry superannuation developments which have proved 

good.   

 

This is another of the trust based submissions I have made for over 40 years on Glebe home ground. 

I refer also to ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾƛŜ Ψ¢ƘŜ WŜǿŜƭƭŜǊΩǎ {ƘƻǇΩΣ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ōŜǎǘǎŜƭƭŜǊ ōȅ YŀǊƻƭ ²ƻƧǘȅƭŀΣ 

Pope John Paul II, the Polish Pope.  The blurb on the box states that here Pope John Paul II ΨǳƴǊŀǾŜƭǎ 

such fundamental human concerns as: Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƻ Ŧŀƭƭ ƛƴ ƭƻǾŜΩΚ  Ψ²ƘŜƴ Řƻ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ 

ƭƻǾŜ ƛǎ ǊŜŀƭΚΩ ŀƴŘ /ŀƴ ƭƻǾŜ ǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜΚ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǾƛŜ ƛǎ ǎŜȄƛǎǘ ƪƛŘǎΩ ǎǘǳŦŦ ǘƻ ƳŜΦ  We will not 

be having any more movies like that here.  (I am a grandma of an illegitimate mixed race grandson.)   

 

However, a talk on the Polish Pope and how she feels by Eileen Leyne at the Catholic Society of St 

Peter, made me reflect again upon the concept of vocation and how it may differ from career or 

being a student or carer or having a job or hobby.   The terms vocational education or skills often 

reflect comparatively narrow views, synonymous with career pursuit.   The management centres of 

global life are discussed later based on regional and self-education.  The rest is treated as practice.  

!ǎ L ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƻ 9ƛƭŜŜƴ [ŜȅƴŜΣ ΨCan apparently natural enemies share vocations and services?  Shall we 

find out?Ω  I guess we share a vocation in wishing to see good services delivered to women and 

children (men included) whatever they are.  I was also asking who supports her daily life, because 

this is the key question often hidden from any history,  but which is fundamental for any related 

policy understanding about how any services or vocations may be best pursued, apart or together. 

 

In regard to the recent City of Sydney ǘŀƭƪ ǿƛǘƘ WƻǎŜǇƘ {ǘƛƎƭƛǘȊ ƻƴ Ψ¢ƘŜ tǊƛŎŜ ƻŦ LƴŜǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΩ ƻƴŜ Ƴǳǎǘ 

ǎŀȅΣ ƛƴ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ǿƛǘƘ a/ !ŘŀƳ {ǇŜƴŎŜǊΣ Ψtǳƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀŘ ƛƴ ǇŀƭΣ ƴƻōƻŘȅ ƭƛƪŜǎ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊ-ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜǊΩΦ  This 

ƛǎ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀŎȅ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ōȅ ŦŀǎŎƛǎǘ ǇƛƎǎΦ  ¢Ŝƭƭ /ƭƻǾŜǊ ǿŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊƘƻƻŘ 

of man with the post-.ŜŀǘƭŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ Ψ¢ƻƳƻǊǊƻǿ ōŜƭƻƴƎǎ ǘƻ ƳŜΩ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ 

ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ǎƻƳŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ WŜǿǎ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪΣ ƴƻǘ {ǘƛƎƭƛǘȊΩΦ  ¢Ƙe BCA has been warned. You get the picture?   

 

A guiding history of Australian directions for work, community health, enjoyment, retirement services 

and for housing and land risk management (including construction, management, maintenance, 

insurance, and for related profit and non-profit investment) is also on www.Carolodonnell.com.au  

/ŀǊƻƭ hΩ5ƻƴƴŜƭƭΣ {ǘ WŀƳŜǎ /ƻǳǊǘΣ млκмм wosebank St., Glebe, Sydney 2037  

(The universal board room grandma and the British nanny.  Also known as Lilith the Magic Pudding, 

Chief Alternative to Faith; Queen of the Monkeys; Top Chimera and the Antithesis of Mary McKillop.) 

 

http://www.carolodonnell.com.au/


hb9 a¦{¢ t¦¢ hb9Ω{ KEY REGION, INSTITUTIONS AND ONESELF INTO GLOBAL ANALYSIS TO 

DEFINE CLEARER, CHEAPER SERVICES RELATED TO LAND AND HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, 

MAINTENANCE, INSURANCE, INVESTMENT, ETC. (THINK OF ME AS BEING LIKE TIMOTHY GEITHNER 

IF IT HELPS.) 

 

To respond effectively to the inquiry into tenancy management in social housing term of reference a.  

The cost effectiveness of current tenancy arrangements in public housing, particularly compared 

to the private and community housing sectors, one must look more broadly first to the global 

context for Australian housing construction, mortgages and insurance.  This produced the global 

financial crisis of 2008 by multiplying risk around the world through growing and secretly passing it 

on, in the name of reducing it.   This process was addressed clearly after the financial crash in 

ΨCǊŜŜŦŀƭƭΩ όнлмлύ by Nobel Prize winning US economist Joseph Stiglitz and in our press.  LǘΩǎ ŀ Ǉƛǘȅ 

almost all supposed experts were silent on the problems befƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŀǎƘΦ  ²Ƙȅ ŘƛŘƴΩt they warn us? 

 

Lƴ Ψ{ǘǊŜǎǎ ¢ŜǎǘΩ όнлмпύ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ¦{ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊȅΣ ¢ƛƳƻǘƘȅ DŜƛǘƘƴŜǊΣ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜ ¦{ 

government had to rescue the biggest key problem institutions from collapse by printing huge 

amounts of money, which continues today.  The Australian economy remained comparatively stable 

during and after the global financial crisis of 2008.   Companies and jobs were largely protected from 

the effects by banks with better capital buffers against crisis and various stimuli government gave to 

many at the bottom when the crisis occurred.   (Living at St James Court, Glebe, we felt the effects.) 

 

 the pioneering It is argued later that for more affordable housing Australians should study

objectives, design and power of Australian health care, workers compensation, and non-profit 

superannuation service models to deliver more affordable housing and related regional and strategic 

plans better in circumstances of more broadly pooled funds and related open accountability.  Take 

planned regional development and place based routes to land and housing insurance and personal 

superannuation planning for fund stability, effective competition and reduced cost.  Develop jointly 

owned state and community funds which call for competitive services to the place in the interests of 

key stakeholders and the broader public, so many service providers and advanced manufacturers 

may also flourish.  Democratic inclusion is required which also depends on open fund operation as 

secrecy is the same as ignorance for everybody else.  The ideal exception proves (tests) the rule. 

 

This submission also responds to the speech to the National Press Club on the interim report into the 

Financial System Inquiry chaired by David Murray, covered in the Australian Financial Review (AFR 

16.7.14, p. 44), the Sydney Morning Herald (SMH) and on the ABC, etc.  I look forward to the interim 

report and hope they will send it for free as I am a poor old stupid woman who cannot analyse 

anything properly on a website.  I need hard copy.   aǳǊǊŀȅΩǎ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ notes that operating costs of 

superannuation schemes appear high by international standards and that the current disclosure-

based framework has failed to adequately safeguard consumer interests while imposing significant 



costs on industry.  The interim report raises concerns about the quality of financial advice.  Who 

knew?   Insurance and superannuation are discussed in related housing investment contexts later.  

 

Lƴ ŀƴ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ Ψ²ƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ǎŀƭŜǎΣ Ŏŀƭƭ ƛǘ ǎŀƭŜǎΩΣ ό!CwΣ мсΦтΦмпΣ bŜǿǎ тύ Wƻŀƴƴŀ Heath states the 

inquiry found the price of personal advice has often been hidden by opaque price structures for 

direct and indirect payments.  Baby, are you telling me.  Until I retired and had a few brushes with 

finance I had no idea so many of you poor bastards had to live in such a nasty, ignorant, tricky, 

stupid way.  Law was an earlier shock to me.  No wonder men want their doings kept secret.   Most 

of us just want our houses to live in and save money, not to trade.  Is this a democracy or what?  

From this perspective superannuation should be an investment vehicle linked to these objects. 

 

On ABC TV, Ian Verrender noted that if financial planners operate within a sales culture, and are 

rewarded with incentives like bonuses for bringing in newer and better clients, all the certification 

requirements in the world may mean comparatively little or nothing to many.  He pointed out that if 

giant pharmaceutical companies paid doctors substantial bonuses for every patient recruited for a 

medical trial using their products, Australians would be aghast.   Too right.  At a time of life when 

people who have been pig-ignorant wage earners for forty years start losing their strength and 

marbles, they are expected to undertake the most substantial management operation of their lives 

in a totally opaque, lying, ŎƻƴŦǳǎƛƴƎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƧǳǎǘƛŦƛŜŘ ƛƴ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ  Lƴ ΨDƻƭŘŜƴ ŀƎŜ ƻŦ 

ǊŜŦƻǊƳ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴƧǳǊŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΩΣ .ŀƴƪ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ-Merrill Lynch chief economist, Saul Eslake, says an 

ΨŜǾŜǊȅ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǿƛƴǎ ŀ ǇǊƛȊŜΩ ƳŜƴǘŀƭƛǘȅ Ƙŀǎ ȅŜǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƘƻƭŘ ƛƴ Ƙƻusing (AFR, 16.7.14,  p. 28). This is it.  

 

Take Saul out of the big US bank or go look over his shoulder and report on the news.  Does anybody 

remember what happened to Enron, Arthur Anderson and Merrill Lynch before 2007?  Gee, Baby, I 

guess not.  Sexual scandals are fun for so much longer in the public memory of events.  This reminds 

one confession to those who have been ordained with the power to forgive ς is to us.  Tell Catholics 

we will be looking at self to see if there is sin and putting good habits in the place of bad habits next.  

Before God we are ideally not included with the priest, he is included with us.  (Their theory is nuts.) 

 

Anyhow, in Ψ{ǘǊŜǎǎ ¢ŜǎǘΩ DŜƛǘƘƴŜǊ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ of the 25 largest financial institutions at the start of 

2008 - 13 either failed or received government help to avoid failure and the stock market dropped 

more than 40% from its 2007 peak.  He explains that before the global financial crash lax lending 

standards were helping families buy more expensive homes with less money down.  Other families 

were staying put but using their existing homes as ATMs by borrowing against their soaring home 

values.  Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac were two government sponsored enterprises which held or 

guaranteed more than $5 trillion in mortgage debt.  They were funding about three out of four new 

US mortgages before the crash without good capital buffers.   

 



Geithner thinks Fannie and Freddie were the most dangerous example of moral hazard in the 

financial system.  They borrowed at artificially low rates as markets assumed the government would 

never let them default and poured cash into mortgages, mortgage guarantees, and other highly 

leveraged bets on the US housing markets.  They had access to cheap money, like banks, but without 

the tougher constraints applied to banks.   They had built up a huge portfolio of mortgage securities.  

The contagion in homes had also spread to the cars, malls and factories that made up the everyday 

US experience (p. 255-256).  Tertiary education fees will climb much higher next, without more 

rational intervention, discussed here and attached.  Their collegiate drivers are big moral hazards.   

 

In 2008 legislation was passed giving the US Treasury almost unlimited authority to invest in Fannie 

Mae and Freddie Mac to avoid their failure.  Their regulator was given the power to take them over 

and the Federal Reserve Bank was given power to dig into their books.  Geithner writes that the 

general plan was to impose transparency on opaque financial institutions and their opaque assets in 

order to reduce the uncertainty driving the panic.   To get free, institutions would have to prove they 

had enough capital to survive a true worst-case scenario, with the loss estimates determined by the 

independent Fed.  However, Geithner states that no matter how much money the Fed pumped into 

the financial system, no matter how low it reduced interest rates, its efforts to strengthen growth 

were being undermined by the overhang of excessive borrowing that triggered the crisis and by a 

ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŘŀƳŀƎŜŘ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ  [ƻǿ ǊŀǘŜǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƳǳŎƘ ǿƘŜƴ ŦŜǿ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ 

borrow and few banks wanted to lend.  These secretive, confusing, financial liars, certainly scare me. 

As a retiree and former life-long employee, I am glad I was able to minimize their involvement in my 

affairs.   However, if my mandatory investments in superannuation had gone straight to pay off my 

ƳƻǊǘƎŀƎŜ ƻǊ Ƴȅ ƪƛŘΩǎΣ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŜǾŜƴ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƻŦŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ   ²Ƙȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎŜƭŦ-employed superannuation 

fund mŀƴŀƎŜǊǎ ŀǾŀƛƭ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎΚ  [ŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǎƻ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘΦ 

 

Geithner had advised on similar crises before in Japaƴ ŀƴŘ ¢ƘŀƛƭŀƴŘΦ  Lƴ нллт ƻƴŜ ƻŦ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ǘƻǇ 

financial regulators told Geithner the US system was wild and chaotic (p.105) and Geithner had to 

agree.  He points out wryly that if financial executives had to put their own homes as collateral ahead 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎŜǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƛǊƳǎΩΣ ƛǘ would be some real skin in the game (p. 167).  He states the financial 

system exposed the system of consumer protection as a dysfunctional mess, leaving the ordinary 

Americans far too vulnerable to fraud and other malfeasance, while leaving the financial system 

vulnerable to sudden crises of confidence.  ¢ƘŜ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ŎƻǇǎ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǇŀǘǊƻƭ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎǘ 

ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ŀƎƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ enough about using the authority they had.  Poor stupid old 

fools, exactly like me and my neighbours, were left open to predation and abuse.  This is the system. 

 

 The cost-effectiveness of tenancy arrangements in public, private and community housing is ideally 

More part of this broader US, international and Australian regional risk management discussion.  

openly related regional and strategic planning and management for more openly shared and more 

affordable, non-profit or private housing is discussed later and attached in national, international and 

regional contexts, including locally in Glebe, where I live under strata title at St James Court.   After 



addressing the key housing definitions in this state, which also include social (public) and affordable 

housing, it is suggested reform in strata title housing should openly guide reform for management and 

funding across the three sectors treated in this inquiry, to compare profit and non-profit funding, 

performance and outcomes better.  Here is to the ideal provision of more affordable housing and jobs 

while in pursuit of more stable financial environments across the board, perhaps with pooled funding.  

Regionally pooled funds to support regional planning have been pioneered in health services. 

 

The glossary in the White Paper leading to the New South Wales Planning Bill (2013) ǎǘŀǘŜŘ Ψstrategic 
ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎΩ ΨǘŜƭƭǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ place, (sic.) including where it has come from, what it is like now, 
the vision for an area and what will need to change over time to achieve that vision.  It provides 
structure to this story by identifying the long term goals and objectives and then determining the 
ōŜǎǘ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΩΦ  .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ 
operate in places, more open cooperation is also necessary for understanding and implementing 
effective competition so as to compare the outcomes of work or related action. Start locally with 
politicians and in other connexions.  Using the NSW Office of Fair Trading Home Building Contract, 
may be applicable more broadly as a practical guide to quality management of key projects.   
 

Pursue the goals of the recent NSW Planning Bill (2013) which claimed planning should: (1) put the 

community first; (2) be easy to use; (3) be efficient and transparent; (4) involve residents in up-front 

strategic planning for their areas; (4) enable governments and councils to better plan for houses and 

jobs; (5) plan and deliver infrastructure alongside growth development.  The treatment of Crown and 

related lands should reflect these requirements as well as supporting UN and national goals, those of 

state Environment Protection Acts and related cooperation and competition.  {ƻ ŦŀǊ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘΦ  

Planting trees and providing access to green open spaces are proven ways to boost the health 

outcomes of old and young alike, while also improving the treatment of the native flora and fauna.  

One wonders how water and waste treatment ideally relate to renewable energy targets globally and 

locally.  Can former Premier, Anna Bligh, for example, give us any idea how this is best handled in 

Queensland, with storms and flooding so often all over the state from the coast and the desert?  

What is this talk of tri-generation from waste in the City?  (We appear to have got the rubbish for it.) 

 

In this regional context also note the proposed Framework for a NSW Biosecurity Act derives from 

the National Agreement, now known as the Intergovernmental Agreement on Biosecurity (IGAB).  It 

was approved by all states and territories with the exception of Tasmania, and was signed by the 

Prime Minister in January 2012.    Eleven Local Land Services have been established across NSW 

under the Local Land Services Act 2013 (LLS Act). They will provide biosecurity services in relation to:  

¶ Animal pest and disease and plant pest and disease prevention, management, 

control and eradication,  

¶ Preparedness, response and recovery from animal and plant pest and disease 

emergencies,  

¶ Chemical residue prevention control and management, and 

¶ Control and movement of stock.  



Partnerships may be developed between LLS and the Department of Primary Industries to enable 

delivery of other priority biosecurity programs.   What does this mean for native flora and fauna?  (If 

you are human rest assured many tourists want to see the lesser native animals and plants as well.)   

 

IN ANY EVIDENCE BASED APPROACH, MANAGEMENT TERMS SHOULD BE CLEARLY DEFINED FOR 

SEEKING NON-PROFIT AND PROFIT BASED COMPARISONS TO REDUCE HOUSING COST FOR THE 

BOTTOM TWO THIRDS OF THE POPULATION INSTEAD OF BEING DRIVEN AGAIN BY MARKET TOPS   

 

In any regional vision, terms may not only be synonymous with prices, but are ideally also defined in 

clear relationship to social and environmental aims, in order to see if related key regional goals, 

(which may nevertheless be highly diverse for individuals and communities in particular places with 

particular interests), can be attained through action.  Ideally, any place based context and the 

services available to it may also be studies and varied to achieve these goals, their modified forms, 

or others over time. 

 

Whereas the lawyer leaves the problem of definition to the court, the potential for effectively 

scientific and democratic, as distinct from closed collegiate operations historically based on English 

common law and statute, depend in part on clearer, broadly shared dictionaries of terms, which may 

ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ōŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƛƳŜΦ   {ȅŘƴŜȅ [ƻǊŘ aŀȅƻǊ /ƭƻǾŜǊ aƻƻǊŜ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ Ψsocial, private, 

ŀƴŘ ŀŦŦƻǊŘŀōƭŜΩ houǎƛƴƎ ōǊƛŜŦƭȅ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ WƻǎŜǇƘ {ǘƛƎƭƛǘȊ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ Ƙƛǎ ƴŜǿ ōƻƻƪ Ψ¢ƘŜ 

tǊƛŎŜ ƻŦ LƴŜǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΩ ŀǘ ŀ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ /ƛǘȅ ¢ŀƭƪ ŀǘ {ȅŘƴŜȅ ¢ƻǿƴ IŀƭƭΦ  hƴŜ Ƴŀȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ 

government inquiry means when it questions tenancy arrangements in public, private and 

community housing.  For the Sydney Lord Mayor and the Department of Family and Community 

Services, there appear to be three key types of housing for the purposes of evidence based 

operation.  These are social housing (publicly funded); private housing; and affordable housing 

(designed for low to moderate income households).   Private housing cannot easily be studied 

because privacy means ignorance for everybody else.  This is the commercial behavioural norm 

questioned in strata title later. 

 

The website of the Federation of Housing Associations stŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ψcommunity housing mainly covers 

housing associations, co-operatives and church owned housing.  Housing associations are specific 

professional not-for profit housing providers.  While they mainly manage rental housing, they may 

provide other services as well.  Co-operative housing is subsidised by government but is fully 

ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƴŀƴǘǎ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǊŜŀƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ŀƴŘ ΨƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ƙƻuses.  Church 

based agencies have responded to need in their local communities and bring church resources to the 

table.  In partnership with government they have played an important role in providing local 

solutions.  Recently both housing cooperatives and church housing have established umbrella bodies 

ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ŀǎǎŜǘǎΣ ǊŀƛǎŜ ŦƛƴŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΩΦ    



 

As St James Court has a lot of Catholic institutions as close neighbours, one has tried to find out who 

manages their buildings and have concluded that it must be the Holy Ghost.  (All better directions 

are naturally welcome.)  There is a need for clearer, fairer and more openly accommodating regional 

and strategic planning, management and accounting approaches.  It is argued later and attached 

that strata title housing in the private sector, where I live with others, probably has a lot of 

management and cost problems similar to housing in the public and community housing sectors.   

We could all benefit from more broadly reliable comparative knowledge and choice opportunity.  

 

In this regional context driven by unstable global markets, it appears important in planning for more 

affordable housing to study the comparatively successful Australian Medicare funding and related 

national research potential of diagnostically related groups (Casemix) funding for treatment in either 

public or private hospitals.   State workers compensation funding schemes, (where the stake holders 

own the premium funds and contract 12 insurance companies to administer services, gather related 

risk management data, and invest the premium fund on the behalf of the industry owners, rather 

than insurance company stockholders of themselves, are instructive).   Non-profit industry 

superannuation and related government and private pricing for delivering basic services according to 

data collection categories of Australian and New Zealand Standard Industrial Classification the 

(ANZSIC), etc. also require consideration in related community and individual management contexts.   
 
 
Use of some key UN, Australian government, or related industry, community and environment 
principles (eg social inclusion) may naturally be expected in planning, depending on the particular 

ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎΦ  Ψ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭΩ funding classification systems may also be subject to 

variations and top-up insurance pricing, to maximise the interests of the total Australian population 

in high quality, equitable, and affordable services which may also be delivered broadly and/or 

tailored in public, private and/or related non-profit sectors.  This approach provides evidence about 

service delivery and outcomes that cannot be derived purely from price signals in markets.  Practice 

may also change to meet specific requirements of particular place and person based circumstances.  

These are principles for open research and service - not private and public spheres which never meet. 

 

SUPPORT IN THE ASIAN CENTURY ς MAKE YOURSELF AN ACTION RESEARCH GUINEA PIG AND 

REGIONAL AND STRATEGIC PLANNING BEFORE COLLEGIATE CULTURES.  ACT IN OPENLY 

MULTICULTURAL APPROACHES BASED OPENLY ON GLOBAL AND NATIONAL DIRECTIONS 

WHEN SELF-EDUCATION RULES OPENLY THE REST IS PRACTICE:  HOWEVER, COLLEGIATE CULTURES 

ARE PROBLEM DRIVERS FOR REGIONAL PLANNING AND RELATED STRATEGIC DIRECTION   

 

Global crises often driven first in the US cause billions of people huge trouble and pain repeatedly. 

The high cost of Australian housing also reflects the interests of financial traders, supported by large 

producers rather than small ones or consumers.  The latter must live somewhere, so must take what 

they can get in the market.   The Catholic Church and Business Council of Australia share the 



theoretical and practical position that too many consumers and producers (babies) are never enough 

for God and the economy.  Do not ever let anyone kid you that women are represented in this 

traditional ideal international picture other than as ideal baby helpers.  Today this has led to some 

bitter advice to the younger man to cut out the middle men when finding a woman and giving her a 

house.  (Gay marriage be buggered.  Everybody requires more effective protection than this system.) 

 

On behalf of taxpayers, Australian women should be advised not to have more than two children as 

the third is taking the place of a refugee or economic migrant.    Think, for example, of the 50% of 

youth unemployed in Spain.  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǿ ŀƭƭ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ !ƴƴŀ .ƭƛƎƘΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ 

no-fault divorce in 1975 ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ later allowed her to leave a hopeless, 

violent drunk and bring up the usual brood of Catholic children, including the former Queensland 

Premier.   One wondered at the time if local MP Tania Plibersek thought that having a third would 

make her a better member.  Move on in your analysis.  The hugely improved health and wellbeing of 

the worldΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ has rested effectively on Chinese state policies for national health and wellbeing 

since the Communists came to power, including their one child policy.  Why is this completely 

ignored today?  We have travelled in my lifetime from an Australia which supported carpet bombing 

over South East Asia in the belief that Chinese and other Asians were travelling South to take our 

lands, to a nation which pillories China for a one child policy which has helped raise up their own 

people and the world.   Historically, ōǳǘ ŦƻǊ IƻǿŀǊŘΩǎ gun laws, Australians must easily seem like a 

bunch of violent and ungrateful racistǎΦ  ΨIŜȅΣ ƘŜȅΣ ¦{!Σ Ƙƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ƪƛŘǎ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƪƛƭƭ ǘƻŘŀȅΩΚ ς Indeed.   

 

The aging of the Australian population is highly related to increasing disability before death.  It is vital 

to clarify the ideal aims and design of insurances applied to the home, its surroundings and to any 

related services provided to persons and places.  The ideal is for clearly related and equitable service 

designs to meet individual and community need as effectively and broadly as possible.  The first NSW 

DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ {ǘǊŀǘŀ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ¢ƛǘƭŜ [ŀǿ wŜŦƻǊƳ tƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ tŀǇŜǊ ΨStrata Title Law ReformΩ appears 

to be good direction for integration into related state planning and funding.   One later discusses this 

locally in regard to the City of Sydney and related open, co-operative action regionally and globally.    

 

The high cost of Australian housing, generated largely by the producers (financiers included), 

undermines service industries to which housing costs are also closely related, such as tertiary 

education and health care.   Now that radio, TV, computers and related information technologies 

exist to support it, open self-education is the ideal cooperative and competitive policy route and the 

rest is practice.  For example, the Insight program on SBS TV had a great discussion recently of the 

relationships between people with severe injuries seeking a cure wherever it seemed to them they 

had a good chance of finding it, and doctors rightly concerned about good research and safe 

practice, inside or outside the normal constraints of controlled trials and their ethics committees, 

The regional housing directions and action research largely supported by government funding.   

proposal outlined later and supporting state, community and related professional and investment 

directions attached, thus respond to the ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ΨtŜƴǎƛƻƴ ŘŜƭŀȅ ǳƴŘŜǊǇƛƴǎ Ŏŀƭl for more seniors 

ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΩ (AFR, 19.6.14, p. 18).  This regional direction also seeks to tackle research more openly. 



 

TenderSearch is apparently calling for research proposals on behalf of the National Senior Productive 

Ageing Centre (NSPAC) a research body co-funded by the federal Department of Social Security and 

the non-government organization National Seniors Australia. This is a VISION 2030 key program and 

related project proposal towards more affordable housing for seniors, disabled people and others, 

through regional action research.  The proposed research project is also synonymous with quality 

management and good administrative practice, including risk and fund management.  This is a two 

state solution which compares profit and non-profit funding for their effectiveness in meeting goals 

beside price.  The terms ς social (public), private, community and affordable housing are ideally 

addressed in related fund management, maintenance, insurance and personal investment contexts. 

 

From these perspectives, NSW and other governments should seek discussion with State Super and 

others to make land and housing practice more openly consistent with state planning and health 

service direction, which is ideally based on the holistic World Health Organization (WHO) and UN 

views of the region and state ς including the personal state.   In this regional management model, 

open partnerships to deliver shared community goals are openly pursued and scrutinized.  This is a 

more educational, democratic and evidence based way towards order and action than blind voting 

at many levels.  From this perspective, workers should also be able to elect to have their compulsory 

superannuation paid on an ongoing basis into the bank account which pays off their home mortgage.  

This should particularly appeal to all those working in construction or elsewhere who have lost 

superannuation through being forced repeatedly to change jobs, or who hate investment risk other 

than in their own housing, which they may also work on to improve for eventual sale.   Related 

directions in openly shared fund management and financial services are discussed later.  

 

Government funds would appear better spent on openly harnessing the normal professional silos 

and closed shops to gain practical educational cooperation within broader communities, rather than 

putting taxpayer funds into more theoretical professional silos and closed shops, e.g. in tertiary 

institutions.  Student and industrial matters at Sydney University are addressed attached as models 

in related global, regional and local planning and development contexts which ideally put the 

strategic planning directions before the collegiate ones.  From the government and community 

perspectives, including students and those looking for work, learning, exercise or entertainment, 

this advice may be seen as about how to save huge amounts of common anxiety and money, by 

preferring broadly informed, clear and open communication to dealing with a multiplicity of legal, 

financial, academic, bureaucratic and other professional closed shops.  This is the context in which 

regional and strategic plans, such as that of Sydney Uni, ideally align to fix a costly lack of regional 

planning focus, by cooperative openness to achieve regional planning aims and better practice.  

 

From this perspective, the purpose of the bequest to Sydney Uni., etc. is ideally treated openly to 

implement the Sydney Uni. 2011-2015 Strategic Plan and related tertiary plans and regional projects.  

As I understand it from the Bequest Office publication ΨaŀƪƛƴƎ ŀƴ 9ƴŘǳǊƛng Contribution for Future 

DŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΩΣ ŀ ǊŜǎƛŘǳŀǊȅ ōŜǉǳŜǎǘ ƛǎ Ψall, or a portion, of the residuary of an estateΩΦ   This planned 

giving of a residuary bequest for open implementation in suitable areas and projects, which may also 

implement the Sydney University Strategic Plan, etc. can openly align the interests of the potential 



donor and the potential recipient of any size of residuary bequest better, while the former may 

travel closer towards a planned death, of which I often speak.  (Did I mention the pie in the sky?) 

 

The current South American Pope may recognize this emphasis on self-education in the regional 

direction outlined for any environment as that of educational theorists, such as Illich and Freire, 

openly routed in personal practice and exchange for personal authenticity and growth.  Older 

Americans may see John Dewey.  Such was also the view of education which led Lewin, the Tavistock 

Institute and the Open University in Britain, where theory and practice ideally appear increasingly to 

interact in life goals and research.  Germans have done it for years.  On the other hand, as Sartre 

ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘΣ ΨCŀƪŜ ƛǘΣ ǳƴǘƛƭ ȅƻǳ ƳŀƪŜ itΩ όƻǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘύΦ  tŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŎƘƻƛŎŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻƴŜ Ŏŀƴ ƴŜǾŜǊ 

escape, is ideally authentic, and more than self-conscious.  It is self-informing for personal liberation.  

  

As I pointed out to Lena Dominelli after her talk on Green Social Work at Sydney Uni, one must fit 

ƻƴŜΩǎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ƴƻǘ Ŧƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƻƴŜΩǎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜΦ  !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ LΩǾŜ absolutely no 

ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŜǿ άwŜōǳƛƭŘΤ ²ƻǊƪ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǎǘŜǇ ōȅ ǎǘŜǇΤ [ƛŦŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅΤ [ƛŦŜ ƛǎ ŀ ŘŀƴŎŜΣέ 

the term ΨDlobal SouthΩ is a meaningless abstraction for the purposes of engagement and Gina 

Rinehart is actually the richest woman in the world, not the Bettancourt heiress. One also needs a 

practical position which engages effectively with the market and related policy tops.  This is provided 

by regional and strategic planning and related renewable energy targets, etc. rather than simply by 

refusing to deal with reality from some globally privileged and protected position resting on the ideal 

supremacy of a disciplinary concept, scornful of markets. (Say nothing of Mao?  You must be nuts.) 

 

At my age, it is hard to feel indignant enough to seek the jailing of Rolf Harris for kiddie fiddling in 

public, when one was born into a world where no doctor could afford to recognize the more likely 

origins of the presentation of women and children in hospitals, after mysterious ΨŦŀƭƭǎΩΦ  It seems to 

me Harris took one for the team.  On the other hand, in the 1960s, Dora Bialestock and other 

Melbourne doctors were the first, as far as I know, to draw attention in any literature to the children 

who arrived so often smashed and broken in public hospitals.  (Her daughter made a moving film 

ȅŜŀǊǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘŜǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ŘŜƳƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜǎΦ  ²ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƛǘ now?)   Until the 

money for state services is there, one can never afford to see the bleaker sides of normal life, 

especially when bereft of contraceptive or abortion choice or merely too deluded to choose them in 

ŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅΩǎ interest.   The giant contribution made to the lives of Australians by people like Bertrand 

Wainer, the Scottish doctor who fought against a state made corrupt and violent by church anti-

abortion attitudes should never be forgotten.    Younger women used to effective contraception and 

abortion often do not know how recently even education about any family planning was frowned 

upon by almost all the churches. 

 

Amnesia often appears to me today to be the general social condition.  See the book ΨFamily 

Violence in AustraliaΩ όhΩ5ƻƴƴŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ /ǊŀƴŜȅ eds. 1982) for the origins of this position which is that 


